Immanuel United Church of Christ
141 N. Service Rd. West
Wright City, MO 63390

IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

OFFICE PH. 636-745-3864
Pastor Tom Higgins Ph. 314-650-4795, email: higgins-thomas@att.net

January 2015 Jan 18 Sermon: “Come & See”

Scriptures: 1S 1 3:1-10, John 1:43-51
Jan4 Sermon: “For Everyone” ptures amue ohn 1:43-5

Scriptures: Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 TemyLeap Greeter/Usher
Beverley Willoughby Greeter/Usher veimel aFave Usher

Inez Trump Readeitisher Mildred Groeper Reader/Usher
Elmer Vahle Uskar Karen Cox Guestbook/Usher
Betty Zuhone erssteausts: o 2 Dounon ihenGod Says Yeek

Script ; :1-5, 10, Mark 1:14-
Jan 11 Sermon: “One of Us” riptures: Jonah 3:1-5, 10, Marl 20

Jackie Ni Reader/G /

Scripture: Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11 ackie fierman cedenorestentoner
. i Roger Nierman Usher

Mary Sue Sitton Greeter/Usher

Phyllis Gent Usher
Whitney Cox Reader/Usher 4 v

Judy Engel Guestbook/Ush
Loretta Buescher Usher Y ENasRgE uestbaekilsher
Loretta Bierer Guestbook/Usher

Pastor Higgins plans to be at church every Wednesday and then at other times according
to the church schedule. If someone enters the hospital or there is an emergency, please notify
him as soon as possible. Contact information listed above.



FROM THE PASTOR:

Happy New Year to everyone. In January | am going to
offer a four week Bible study on Wednesdays. | will offer it
twice, so that those you who do not want to get out at night
can come from 1:00 p.m. until 2:30.m. and then in the
evening | will offer the same study from 6:30 pm until 8:00
p.m.

The first day, January 7, | will offer some things 1 think are
helpful to know in understanding the Bible. The next
Wednesday we will study the scriptures which will be read
on Sundays and hopefully aide us with the sermons. It is
called the Lectionary Study.

| realize that not everyone will be interested in these stud-
ies, but hopefully some will enjoy them. You are welcome
to invite friends to these Bible studies even though they
are not members of Immanuel.

Peace to all of you. Pastor Tom

Stewardship Moment for January
- Give and it will be given back to
you

“Give and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your
lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured
back to you.”

Luke 6:38

Notice how this verse starts, “Give, and it will be given to
you". That's because your giving sets the blessing of God
into motion in your life. Giving is like a seed. When you
plant an apple seed, it doesn't just grow a single fruit.
That one seed grows into a tree that produces an abun-
dance of apples! That's what happens when you obey
God in your giving. You receive an abundant harvest in
return.

Is there something the Lord is telling you to give today? It
could be financial, material or even your talents and ser-
vice to others. What do you have in your hand that you
can use to bless someone else? Make a New Year's res-
olution today to set the blessing of God into motion in your
life. Plant that seed of giving and it will come back to you!

ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 18

Immanuel's annual meeting will be after church
service on January 18. Join us after the meeting for
lunch and an afternoon of fun and fellowship.

The Evangelism Committee is sponsoring a Chili
Cook Off and Game Day in the basement of Fellowship
Halll Members are asked to bring in a pot of chili using
their favorite recipe. (Bring chili preferably in a crock-
pot so that it will stay hot until after church).

Chili will be judged from 9:30 am - 10:00 am
that morning. Prizes will be awarded at lunch time. All
members will then enjoy the different chili's and will
vote on a crowd favorite. Hot dogs and potato soup will
be provided for those who are not chili eaters,

After lunch, we will do a group game and then
break into smaller groups to enjoy playing cards and
other fun games. Prizes to be awarded!

This event is for young and old so don't feel like
you can't attend. Come join in the fun and fellowship!

FINANCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT
NOVEMBER 2014

GENERAL FUND
Offering
Bulletin sponsor
Donation-Senior Citizens
Building use F.H.
Member donation
Warren County--polling |,

BENEVOLENT FUND
Offering
Neighbors in Need
For Food Pantry

BUILDING FUND
Offering

$4680.
15.00
25.00
50.00
58.00
50.00

24

$4878.24

$ 65.00

255.00

$ 328.00

.00 $ 30.00

$5236.24



« Justafewnotes........cc.......

e Annual Reports due as soon as you can get them to Margaret VViehmann

e Thursday, January 1 — “HAPPY 2015”

e Sunday, January 18 — Annual Congregational meeting after church. CHILI COOK OFF AFTER MEETING,

LOOK FOR INFO ON ANOTHER PAGE

e Tuesday, January 20 — Newsletter Items Due for February

¢ Sunday, March 8 — SAVE THE DATE **SAUSAGE DINNER**

Prayer List

Please keep all of our members in your prayers, es-
pecially the ones who are not able to attend services or
those who are facing health issues. Alice Windmann is in
charge of Immanuel's Care Committee. She sends notes
or makes calls to members when she knows they are in
hospital or having health concerns. Pastor Tom will be
glad to make visits to anyone but will need your help to
know who would appreciate a visit or call. Contact Pastor
Tom at 314-650-4795.

Also, members in need of prayers for any reason are
listed in our weekly bulletins. Contact Margaret
Viehmann to have names added to bulletin.

***A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
RELATIONS COMMITTEE***

The Pastor relations committee continues to hear
lots of good feedback from members about our church
services.

We are glad to see so many new people at our
services. Please feel free to share any suggestions to
committee members about anything you would like to see
or hear in the service. We will be glad to discuss with
Pastor Tom new thoughts and ideas. Committee
members are Bud Nissen, Marvin Schubert, Karen Cox or
Kathy Hintz.

We are on the WEB

Look for us at “iucc.weebly.com”

Please pass on this website to others who may not receive a newsletter, all of the past

several months of newsletters & other information is posted.

Don’t forget OQur Church is on FACEBOOK

Go to: Facebook.com
Search for Immanuel United Church of Christ
There is already some information on it for you and you can see the friends who have signed on. It also provides links to
the UCC website and more. Become a fan and leave your own message on the wall.
Elisabeth Thompson, Debbie Meyer, Whitney Cox, Jackie Nierman & Beverley Willoughby are the administrators of this

sight. You can send info to these people to put on our page.



Immanuel United Church of Christ - November 2014

Beginning Balance| $18,358.19
GENERAL FUND
1D Recipient Description Received Disbursed Balance
Beginning Balance $(5,647.97)
11/1/2014 Interest earned Immanuel CD $12.44 3- $(5,635.53)
11/4/2014 Deposit Offering $1,354.00 3$- $(4,281.53)
ACH 11/4 Ameren Utilities $- $381.00 $(4,662.53)
ACH 11/4 Ameren Utilities $- $124.73 $(4,787.26)
ACH 11/4 Ameren Utilities $- $154.00 $(4,941.26)
11186  Centurylink phone bill $- $179.66 $(5,120.92)
11187  Bulletin Services Dec thru Jan $- $72.77 $(5,193.69)
11185  Elisabeth Thompson maintenance supplies $- $49.94 $(5,243.63)
11/12/2014 Deposit Offaring 31.231.98 $- 3(4,011.64)
ACH 11/12 Wright City Water bill 3- $18.82 $(4,030.46)
11188  Thomas Higgins Mileage - Oct 3- $468.18 $(4,498.64)
11184  Thomas Higgins 1/2 of Nov salary $- $750.00 $(5,248.64)
11/18/2014 Deposit Offering $753.00 3- $(4,495.64)
11/25/2014 Deposit Offering $971.00 3- $(3.524.64)
11/30/2014 Interest earned accrued earning payment 30.80 3- $(3,523.84)
$- $- $(3,523.84)
3- $- $(3,523.84)
$- $- $(3,523.84)
3- $- $(3,523.84)
3- $- $(3,523.84)
$- $- $(3,523.84)
$- $- $(3,523.84)
3- 3- $(3,523.84)
$- $- $(3,523.84)
$- $- $(3.523.84)
General Fund Totals for Nov 30, 2014:] $4,323.23 | $2,199.10 | ${3,523.84}l
PROTECT OUR CHURCH FUND
D Recipient Description Received Disbursed Balance
Beginning Balance $10,841.25
3$- 3- $10,841.25
$- $- $10,841.25
Protect Our Church Fund Totals for Nov 30, 2014:| $- ] $- $10,841.25 I
BENEVOLENT FUND
ID Recipient Description Received Disbursed Balance
Beginning Balance $569.00
11/4/2014 Deposit Offering $50.00 $- $619.00
11/12/2014 Deposit Offering - food pantry $200.00 $- $819.00
11/18/2014 Deposit Offering - neighbors in need $5.00 $- $824.00
11/25/2014 Deposit Offering $10.00 $- $834.00
11/25/2014 Deposit Offering - food pantry . $55.00 $- $889.00
3- %- $889.00
3- $- $889.00
$- $- 3$8858.00
3- 3- $889.00
Benevolent Fund Totals for Nov 30, 2014: $320.00 $- $889.00 l




BUILDING FUND

1D Recipient Description Received Disbursed Balance
Beginning Balance $1,536.10
11/4/2014 Deposit Offering $25.00 3- $1,561.10
3- $- $1,561.10
$- 3- $1,561.10
Building Fund Totals Nov 30, 2014:[ $25.00 $- $1,561.10
MEMORIAL FUND
ID Recipient Description Received Disbursed Balance
Beginning Balance $5,285.00
$- 3- $5,285.00
3- 3- $5,285.00
Memorial Fund Totals for Nov 30, 2014:] $- 1 $- $5,285.00
INDIAN CAMP CEMETERY FUND
ID Recipient Description Received $- Balance
Beginning Balance $5,818.85
3- $- $5,818.85
3- $- $5,818.85
$- 3- $5,818.85
Indian Camp Cemetery Fund Totals for Nov 30, 2014:] $- L $- $5,818.85
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
ID Recipient Description Received Disbursed Balance
Beginning Balance $401.85
$- 3- $401.85
$- $- $401.85
Scholarship Fund Totals for Nov 30, 2014:| $- 1 $- 1 $401.85
PARKING LOT FUND
D Recipient Description Received Disbursed Balance
Beginning Balance $1,964.67
$- $- $1,964.67
Parking Lot Fund Totals for Nov 30, 2014:| $- $- $1,964.67
MUSIC FUND
ID Recipient Description Received Disbursed Balance
Beginning Balance $505.05
$- $- $505.05°
Music Fund Totals for Nov 30, 2014:' $-] $- $505.05
SUPER NOW CHECKING ACCOUNT TOTALS:| $4,668.23 $2,199.10 $20,827.32




204 Holy Humor

CHRISTMAS LAUGHTER

This is the melody of Christmas!
Wide-eyed, sleighbell laughter

of tiny ones experiencing the bright surprises;
Whisper-laughter of parents

exchanging their knowing glances;
Tear-dimmed chuckles

of reminiscence; :
Freshets of family-get-together laughter;
Ties-that-bind laughter

of the church family;
Joy-in-heaven laughter

of a great company of angels

watching the first shepherd-visitors

making their way to a manger.
—Dr. John J. Walker

Post, TX

Fr. John Miller recalls that when he was fresh out of
seminary and on his first assignment, he was asked to read
Bishop Peter Bartholome’s letter of blessing to the
congregation at a Christmas Day mass at St. John Cantius
Church in St. Cloud, MN.

He dutifully began to read the bishop’s letter: “I wish to
extend to all of you the joys and blessings of the Christmas
season...” But when he came to the closing, “Sincerely yours
in Christ, Peter W. Bartholome, Bishop of St. Cloud,” he read
instead, “Sincerely yours in Christ, Peanut Butter

Bartholome...”
Peals of laughter came from the pews. “I blew it,” says Fr.

Miller.
—via Joseph Young

Saint Cloud (MN) Visitor

When the Bishop of Chester, England, declared that there
should be a religious message on Christmas stamps, Punch
magazine suggested “Lord deliver us” as an appropriate

message.”

December 2¢5

The late Cardinal Francis Spel
. pellman of New York
Mwn.nonmEmQ comedian Bob Hope on a Qﬁ.mﬁgmﬂ ﬁmwnmo
IHmEmH? s&mnm .Eo_um was to entertain American troops
ope and his wife, Dolores, who is Catholic, went to a .
celebrated by the cardinal. \ e
Hope fell asleep during the mass. L i
- Later, the cardinal ¢
Hope that he had also fallen asleep when he once nﬁw %M
comedian’s act in a New York theater. i :

IN DEFENSE OF SANTA CLAuUS
“It’s not Santa Claus’ fault that
people forget the Inf
Fﬂcm.. Why does the world love mmﬁmﬁﬂmﬁm e
First of all, he’s a joyous individual. People are
wzamnﬂma to joyous individuals as filings are attracted
(¢ rm magnet. meﬁ.\ Santa Claus is interested in making
mw mmw happy. He increases the happy moments in the
€ of everyone he meets. He loves hj :
fun out of his job. el e
“He is childlike simple, humble, si
. . e, ple, » Sincere, and forgiving.
.ﬁEmEm he is a giver. His philosophy is to give ESm@mx m%m
in wm?whm. He is a friend to everyone. He smiles g
€rhaps you and I could attain greater ha ” if
emulated Santa Claus a little more, for hj 7 i the was
the Infant Jesus also.” o eI o
—Msgr. Joseph P, Dooley
Martins Creek, PA

There are three periods in a person’s life:
1) When you believe in Santa Claus.
2) When you don't believe in Santa Claus
3) When you are Santa Claus. |
—Rev. James A. Simpson

A Sunday school teacher asked a little boy: “
e e a0 asked a little boy: mowvu\\ do you
“No,” the bov said. “Hare it it .
my UM&Q%.W Oy said. “He's just like Santa Claus. I think it’s



